
Titre: SNSF Postdoctoral researcher (100%) for a project on open constitutional democracy 
 
Introduction 
UNIL is a leading international teaching and research institution, with over 5,000 employees and 
15,500 students split between its Dorigny campus, the Lausanne University Hospital (CHUV) and 
its life science and innovation hub in Epalinges. As an employer, it encourages excellence, 
individual recognition and responsibility. 
www.unil.ch/carrieres 
 
Presentation 
Professor Odile Ammann of the Centre de droit public of the Faculty of Law, Criminal Sciences 
and Public Administration is seeking a post-doctoral researcher (100%) for the project “Open 
Constitutional Democracy: Reconciling Deliberation and Constitutional Democracy”. This project 
is supported by the Trans-Atlantic Platform for Social Sciences and Humanities (T-AP) and is co-
funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) and the UK Research and Innovation (UKRI). It is 
conducted in collaboration with Professor Michael Pal (University of Ottawa) and Professor David 
Vitale (University of Warwick). 
 
Job information 
Start date: 1 January 2025 or to be agreed 
Contract duration: 2 years 
Rate of employment: 100 % 
Location: Quartier UNIL-Chamberonne, 1015 Lausanne 
 
Your profile 

• PhD in law or a related discipline (such as political science or political philosophy). The 
doctorate must be completed or about to be completed. 

• A strong interest in interdisciplinary questions located at the interface of law and political 
science/political theory. 

• A good knowledge of the contemporary literature on open democracy is an asset, but not 
a prerequisite. 

• Strong analytical and project management skills. 

• Excellent knowledge of French and English. Good knowledge of German is desirable. 

• A strong interest in academic research, demonstrated by high-quality scientific publications 
and participation in international conferences. 

• A dynamic and intellectually curious personality, eager to work in an interdisciplinary 
environment, capable of working both as part of a team and independently. 

 
Your tasks 
The post-doctoral fellow will work on the research project “Open Constitutional Democracy: 
Reconciling Deliberation and Constitutional Democracy”.  
 
This project aims to deepen understanding of the opportunities and challenges associated with 
theories of deliberative democracy, and more specifically with the theory of open democracy. It 
aims to interrogate the constitutional, legal and institutional dimensions of this democratic theory 
to determine its capacity to serve as a model for future reforms. In particular, it seeks to propose a 
revised version of open democracy, integrating citizen participation while preserving institutions 
to guarantee rights and effective governance.  
 

http://www.unil.ch/carrieres


This project is conceived as a collaborative undertaking between Prof. Odile Ammann and the 
person recruited, as well as with other research teams at the partner universities. Within this 
framework, the person recruited will be expected to carry out autonomous and/or collaborative 
research related to the project. He/she will also be responsible for coordinating research with the 
other project members in Canada and the UK (project management), and for helping to organize 
a scientific conference in Switzerland in connection with the project.  
 
What the position offers you 
We offer you a pleasant working environment in a multicultural, diverse and dynamic academic 
institution. 
Continuing education opportunities, a multitude of activities and other benefits to discover. 
More information www.unil.ch/carrieres  
 
Contact for further information 
Prof. Odile Ammann (odile.ammann@unil.ch) 
 
Application process 
Application deadline: 23 October 2024 
Please send us your complete application file in PDF format, and only via the UNIL application 
website, including: a cover letter, a full CV, scans of university degrees as well as a copy of the 
doctoral thesis and two scientific articles (if available). 
Only applications sent via this website will be considered. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Additional information 
UNIL is committed to equal opportunities and diversity. 
www.unil.ch/egalite  
UNIL supports early career researchers. 
www.unil.ch/graduatecampus  

http://www.unil.ch/carrieres
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