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DemocracyNet.eu 
Minutes of the General Assembly 2017 
 
February 20, 2017 
4.30 to 6 p.m. 
University of Zurich main building, Rämistrasse 71, Room KOL-N-1 
 
Meeting called by: The Managing Board (Alice el-Wakil, Lea Heyne, Lukas Peter, Rebecca 
Welge) 
 
Attendees: Alice el-Wakil, Lea Heyne, Lukas Peter, Michael Strebel, Rebecca Welge, Jack 
Williams 
Excused: Hans Asenbaum, Karima Bousbah, Dimitri Courant, Sarah Perry, Martha Sandoval, 
Antoinette Scherz, Simone Wegmann, Mira Wolf-Bauwens 
Minutes: Michael Strebel 
 
[GA]: Indicates statements issued/decisions taken at General Assembly 
 
 
Agenda item 

1. Introduction 
 

2. Presentation of the activity report for 2016 by the president 
 

3. Presentation of the budget 2016 by the treasurer and budget approval 
 

4. Fix the membership fee for 2017 and clarify conditions of membership 
 

5. Future activities 
a. Presentation of the planned activities for 2017 and 2018 
b. DemocracyNet.eu workshop in the Fall 2017: When, what, where 
c. Continuing the podcast series 
d. Other projects and possible collaborations 

 
6. Specify the use of the Facebook page [https://www.facebook.com/democracynet/], 

namely: Should it only be used to advertise activities organized by the members, or 
also to republish articles relating to the interests of the association? 

 
7. Varia 
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2. Activity report 2016 
Author: A. el-Wakil 
Date: February 17, 2017 
 
Members 
Since its creation as an association on February 18, 2016, DemocracyNet.eu has welcomed 
seven new members (in alphabetical order): 

- Hans Asenbaum, PhD candidate, University of Westminster 
- Dimitri Courant, PhD candidate, University of Lausanne 
- Henri-Pierre Mottironi, PhD Candidate, University of Lausanne 
- Martha Sandoval, PhD Candidate, University of Zurich 
- Maximilian Schubiger, PhD Candidate, University of Bern 
- Jack Williams, PhD Candidate, University of Zurich 
- Mira Wolf-Bauwens, PhD Candidate, University of Zurich 

The association therefore currently gathers 20 members. 
 
Webpage <http://democracynet.eu/> 
13 posts were published in 2016 on our webpage, mainly on “Democracy: Bridging Facts and 
Norms,” but also on partners’ events. 
A “Podcast” page was created for our podcast series: <http://democracynet.eu/podcast/> 
 
Mailing lists: Registered people 
Note: Both our mailing list cannot be used to send attachments. Please include only URLs 
links. 
 
The internal mailing list <members@democracynet.eu> can be used by all members to 
communicate with all the other members.  
 
133 people are currently registered to our external mailing list 
<mailinglist@democracynet.eu> (23 more since February 18, 2016). This mailing list can be 
used by all the members and non-members to reach an external audience. Anyone can register 
to our mailing list by entering their email address on our webpage 
<http://democracynet.eu/mailinglist/>. 
 
[GA]: The mailinglists should be used more frequently. To encourage members to post to the 
mailingslists, the mailinglist administrator (Michael Strebel) will send a reminder every 3 to 6 
months to the members. Rebecca Welge will send a template for such e-mails that will be 
updated by Michael. 
 
Facebook page <https://www.facebook.com/democracynet/> 
Created in October 2015, DemocracyNet.eu’s Facebook page is currently ‘liked’ by 201 
people (69 more since February 18, 2016). 
 
Activities 
a. Democracy: Bridging Facts and Norms 
Alice el-Wakil, Lea Heyne and Lukas Peter organized 3 public events and 2 workshops at the 
University of Zurich with the series “Democracy: Bridging Facts and Norms” in 2016. 
Public events: 

- February 18: Public lecture and discussion: “Justice, democracy and the unconditional 
basic income.” Speaker: Philippe Van Parijs (Université Catholique de Louvain). 
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Discussant: Reiner Eichenberger (Université de Fribourg). Moderator: Philipp Löpfe 
(Watson) 

- June 9, 2016: Public lecture and discussion: “Democracy and Capitalism – Or 
Economic Democracy?” Speaker: Alex Demirovic (Goethe Universität Frankfurt). 
Discussant: Andreas Scherer (University of Zurich). Moderator: Vanessa Rampton 
(ETH Zurich) 

- October 20: Final public event (in German): Podiumsdiskussion “Elfenbeinturm oder 
Arena? Die Rolle der Wissenschaft in der Demokratie.” Speakers: Katja Gentinetta, 
Michael Hermann, Svenja Goltermann, and Thomas Widmer Moderator: Peer 
Teuwsen 

Workshops: 
- February 18-19: Graduate workshop “Justice and Democracy: Assessing Political 

Legitimacy” with Prof. Philippe Van Parijs. 12 student participants. 
- June 9-10: Graduate workshop “Contextualizing Democracy: Culture, Capitalism, 

Inequalities” with Prof. Alex Demirovic. 10 student participants. 
Costs for the entire events series: CHF 7’124.32. Funded by UZH Graduate Campus. 
For the detailed reports, see <http://democracynet.eu/activities/events15-16/> 
 
b. Podcast 
Besides the events series, Alice started a podcast to collect academic experts’ views on one of 
the main topics of the series, namely the relation between empirical and normative research in 
democracy studies. 7 podcasts are now available online, mostly with political theorists 
<http://democracynet.eu/podcast/>. 
Since October, these interviews are also available as a podcast for download with iTunes 
<https://itunes.apple.com/ch/podcast/democracy-bridging-facts-
norms/id1163689403?l=fr&mt=2>. 
Costs: CHF 0. 
 
c. Projects workshop 
On October 20, DemocracyNet.eu organized a “Projects workshop” at the University of 
Zurich to plan future activities and include new members in future collaborations. 9 
participants. 
The morning session was devoted to (1) informing the new members about 
DemocracyNet.eu’s structure, functioning, and past events, (2) getting to know each other, 
and (3) suggesting some new projects that could be launched (in terms of collaborations that 
have been proposed to DemocracyNet.eu or funding opportunities). The afternoon session 
was devoted to starting planning future activities in a more informal and ‘hands-on’ setting.  
Costs: CHF 0. 
 
d. Workshop “The Law of the Commons” 
On November 24, the workshop “The Law of the Commons” organized by Lukas Peter took 
place at the University of Zurich, with Prof. Ugo Mattei. 5 presenters, 4 auditors from 
Geneva, Freiburg i.Br. and Bonn. In general, it can be said that the workshop was a great 
success. The topics of the presentations were quite broad and created a nice bouquet, 
including seeds, food, credit, markets and international development. Because all of the 
participants were specialists in their specific fields and on the commons in general, the 
discussions were very deep, insightful and productive. Ugo Mattei gave good feedback to the 
papers and his friendly manner created a relaxed atmosphere. After the workshop, Mattei 
gave a public lecture on the topic “The Ecology of Law”. His very passionate lecture on the 
historical or “ecological” development in legal theory and the necessity to develop a legal 
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system that cultivates commons lead to a very lively debate. Despite the different topics and 
perspectives throughout the day, a common theme nevertheless could be discerned: Commons 
are not merely resources, but more generally a type of management, in which the diverse 
users or affected stakeholders can democratically co-determine the institutional framework for 
the production, use and distribution of specific goods. This type of inclusive legal co-
determination does not, however, inherently eliminate the problem of over-use and “tragedy”. 
Nevertheless, it provides people with the opportunity to collectively solve problems in both 
the public and the private sphere by democratically altering and adapting their institutions to 
changing needs and circumstances. In face of the current economic and ecological problems, 
this was an important insight that we could take home with us from the workshop.  
 
 
3. Budget 2016 and Provisional Budget 2017 
 
[GA]: The budget for 2016 is unanimously accepted. The annual fixed costs are 60 CHF for 
the DemocracyNet.eu bank account and 80 CHF for the domain and the hosting of the 
homepage. This represents the provisional budget for 2017 which is approved by the General 
Assembly. 
 
 
4. Membership fee for 2017 / Conditions of Membership 
 
[GA]: The membership fee will remain at 15 CHF. Those who have a profile on the website 
and are on the members’ mailinglist are expected to pay the membership fee. To date, not all 
members have paid the membership fee for 2016. For the 2017 membership fee, the members 
will received the payment information along with the minutes of the GA (from Alice el-
Wakil). A month later, the treasurer (Lukas Peter) will send a reminder e-mail to those who 
haven’t paid. 
The members who have not paid by the end of the year will no longer hold membership status 
of DemocracyNet.eu. They will receive a notification e-mail by the vice-president (Lea 
Heyne) about the termination of their membership with DemocracyNet.eu. The treasurer 
(Lukas Peter) will provide the president, vice-president and mailing list manager (Alice el-
Wakil, Lea Heyne and Michael Strebel) with a list of those who haven’t paid. Alice el-Wakil 
will remove members from the website. Michael Strebel will remove members from the 
mailinglist. 
 
 
5. Planned activities (2017-2018) 
Author: A. el-Wakil 
Date: February 20, 2017 
 
1. “Emotions and Democracy”: New UZH Graduate Campus Grant (2017-2018) 

Mira (mira.wolf-bauwens@uzh.ch) and Jack plan to organize a new events series and 
apply for a new Graduate Campus Grant next Spring (March 2017). The topic of the series is 
Emotions and Democracy – including e.g. questions regarding the importance of emotions 
such as e.g. fear for democratic practices, the lack of discussion of emotions in democratic 
theory, the current political practices of mobilization of citizens through the use of emotions 
(inducing the assumption that we live in “post-factual” democracies) 
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[GA]: The provisional plan is to organize four public events and two workshops (similar to 
the “Bridging Facts and Norms” series), one in fall 2017 and three in 2018. Currently, the 
grant proposal is written by Jack and Mira. Suggestions from Alice, Lea and Lukas was to 
contact Snjezana Kovjanic (snjezana.kovjanic@grc.uzh.ch) to obtain detailed information on 
what is needed exactly for the application and also to “announce” the application. To “spread 
the word” about upcoming events, the UZH mailing list (or at least mailing lists from the 
philosophical faculty) can be used. The Zentrum für Demokratie in Aarau can also be 
contacted to help advertising the events (nathalie.baumann@zda.uzh.ch). 

 
2. Continue the podcast series “Democracy: Bridging Facts and Norms” (since 2015) 

Alice el-Wakil (alice.el-wakil@zda.uzh.ch) plans to continue to record podcasts for the 
podcast channel “Democracy: Bridging Facts and Norms” (http://democracynet.eu/podcast/). 
She strongly encourages other members to record podcasts with advanced scholars, and 
remains available in case they would have any questions. 
 
[GA]: Doing Podcasts with advanced scholars also represents a nice opportunity to network 
and to discuss with interesting people for 20 minutes.  
 
3. ECPR Standing Group’s Summer School on Democratic Innovations (2018) 

Hans Asenbaum (H.Asenbaum@westminster.ac.uk), Dimitri Courant and Martha 
Sandoval plan to organize a Summer School on Democratic Innovations with the ECPR 
Democratic Innovations Standing Group for Summer 2018 at the University of Westminster. 
The working title for this summer school is "Participatory Spaces in Perspective." The school 
would enable discussions of both theoretical and empirical work on participatory spaces by 
governments and social movements from different perspectives in democratic theory. 

 
[GA]: It might also make sense to approach other ECPR standing groups for “co-sponsoring” 
to make the Summer School more visible and to have a better standing towards the ECPR as a 
whole who might support Summer Schools financially. 

 
4. Event series at the University of Lausanne (?) 

Dimitri Courant (Dimitri.Courant@unil.ch) plans to organize two event series at the 
University of Lausanne: One on representation, one on sortition. 
 
5. DemocracyNet.eu workshop (2017) 

The Managing Board plans to organize a DemocracyNet.eu workshop for members in the 
Fall semester 2017. This workshop would enable members to present their work in progress, 
but also to meet each other, discuss the functioning of the association, and plan future 
collaborations. The place and funding source of the workshop remains to be discussed; 
suggestions from the members are welcome. 
 
[GA]: The idea would be to make a one and a half to two days workshop with a session of 
paper presentations that will be discussed by (external) experts (e.g Rebecca Welge, 
Antoinette Scherz, or Monica Ferrin). For funding, Lea Heyne will approach the NCCR 
(Yvonne Rosteck and Doreen Spörer-Wagner) since there will most probably be a budget 
overhead at the end of the funding period. The event would then have to take place before the 
1st of October (?) in order to pay the bills before the expiration of the NCCR. Two possible 
dates were suggested for the workshop: 11.9.-12.9.2017 or 14.9.-15.9.2017. 
If the NCCR option doesn’t work out, we can also apply for a GRC short grant 
(http://www.grc.uzh.ch/en/calls/shortgrants.html). Then we can also do the workshop at a 
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later date, potentially from the 28.9.-29.9.2017. It would also be great if we could coordinate 
the workshop with the first public lecture of the events series on “Emotions and Democracy” 
(see above). 
 
 
6. Use of the Facebook page 
 
[GA]: The FB page should be used more often and also more broadly. On the one hand, we 
can continue to advertise events and include CfP e-mails that are distributed through the 
mailing list. On the other hand, we can engage a bit more in research/knowledge transfer that 
is relevant for democracy in theory and practice. However, the idea would not be to just share 
newspaper articles but more “background” articles/analyses. 
 
7. Varia 
 
[GA]: None. 


