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DemocracyNet.eu 
Minutes of the General Assembly 2018 
 
February 14, 2018 
4 to 6.20 p.m. 
University of Zurich main building, Rämistrasse 71, Room KOL-E-13 
 
Meeting called by: The Managing Board (Alice el-Wakil, Ley Heyne, Lukas Peter, 
Rebecca 
Welge) 
 
Attendees: Palmo Brunner, Alice el-Wakil, Deborah Kalte, Lukas Peter, Michael 
Strebel, Rebecca Welge, Jack Williams 
Excused: Hans Asenbaum, Dimitri Courant, Henri-Pierre Mottironi, Martha Sandoval, 
Simone Wegmann, Mira Wolf-Bauwens 
Minutes: Michael Strebel 
 
Agenda item 

1. Introduction 
 

2. Report on DemocracyNet.eu 2017 Activities 
 

3. Approval of Annual Financial Statement 2017 
 

4. Election of the new Managing Board 
 

5. Presentation and potential adjustments of the 2018-2020 task list 
 

6. Upcoming event: “Abstimm-Bar” in Zurich, Karl der Grosse, February 22. 
Presentation and discussion about provision of snacks by DemocracyNet.eu 
or not. 
 

7. Upcoming project: Working paper series collaboration with the Doctoral 
Program Democracy Studies (DPDS) 
 

8. Upcoming project: DemocracyNet.eu will organize a yearly workshop in 
collaboration with and funded by the DPDS. 
 

9. Development and promotion of DemocracyNet.eu: What next steps? 
 

10. Outlook on planned activities and projects for 2018 
 

11. Varia 
 
[GA]: Indicates statements issued/decisions taken at General Assembly 
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1. Introduction 
 
 

2. Report on DemocracyNet.eu 2017 Activities 
Events 2017 
- Lukas Peter organized a workshop “Democracy and the Commons” in February 
2017 at “Reclaim Democracy Congress” in the name of DemocracyNet.eu 
- DemocracyNet.eu organized two events with ICI in Yverdon-les-Bains at La 
Dérivée; first day was a game “tour de la democratie”, second day was a podium 
discussion on “Yverdon demain” with academics, local artists and politicians; the 
discussion was based on input from the people passing by in Yverdon; third day was 
an apéro votations where the idea was to get informed and discuss about the AHV 
Reform and the food safety initiative 
- in September 2017 there was a two-day workshop “Citizenship and Democracy”, 
with 16 participants, 7 presentations and two half-day project-planning workshop 
New members 
- Christian Ewert, Deborah Kalte, Palmo Brunner, Matteo Laruffa, Libby Maman-
Burstein 
- A few more in the process of becoming a member 
Promotion of DemocracyNet: 
- New DPDS cohort presentation, discussion with Kosmos about future events, New 
Twitter account (154 followers), Facebook (261 likes), ResearchGate-Account, 
mention of the association on the Campus für Demokratie-Website 
Expansion of basic functioning:  
- Google Calendar, Blue Prints of Tasks, New e-mail addresses for managing board, 
network coordinator, and social media 
 

3. Approval of Annual Financial Statement 2017 
Lukas: 229 CHF got in in 2017 through membership fees, 30 CHF got out for bank 
account and 200 CHF got out for website, but only in 2018. While the balance is at 
345.47 at the end of the year, the 200 CHF are not in that calculation yet, which 
means that we do not make money. 
[GA]: The GA approves of the financial statement 2017. 
 

4. Election of the new Managing Board 
A round of applause for the 2016-2018 Managing Board, especially to Lea Heyne 
and Rebecca Welge who won’t continue as members of the Managing Board. 
 
Candidates for the Managing Board 2018-2020: 
For president: Alice el-Wakil (if no one else) 
For Vice-President: Henri-Pierre Mottironi 
For Treasurer: Mira Wolf-Bauwens 
Additional members: Lukas Peter, Deborah Kalte, Palmo Brunner 
The aim of including more people in the Managing Board is to enable more 
distribution of the tasks so as not to overburden anyone. 
 
[GA]: The GA unanimously elects all the candidates in the new Managing Board. 
Rebecca: Rebecca requires E-mail addresses of new MB-members, so they get 
forwarded E-mails written to managingboard@democracynet.eu (which is used for 
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communication with the managing board). 
 

5. Presentation and potential adjustments of the 2018-2020 task list 
See additional document “Task List.” As much as possible, all members should 
contact directly the people in charge of the task regarding which they have a 
question. 
The only position that still needs to be filled is the management of the webpage 
content. 
For webpage management/content: People being responsible for events should send 
the announcement before the event, as well as a summary/report (that is publishable) 
as well as pictures to the webpage manager, so this person can just publish it on the 
website. 
 
Members are encouraged to use the resources present in the member area of the 
website, which can be accessed through the “login” at the top of the page. 
DemocracyNet.eu E-Mail account: For people not affiliated with a University 
anymore, special democracynet.eu E-mail addresses are created; this is possible, if 
necessary. To know more about this, ask the Managing Board 
(managingboard@democracynet.eu). 
Mailinglist: There are currently 155 people receiving e-mails from 
mailinglist@democracynet.eu, and 23 people receiving emails from 
members@democracynet.eu (all our members). 
 

6. Upcoming event: “Abstimm-Bar” in Zurich, Karl der Grosse, February 22. 
The idea is to take up the concept of the “Apéro Votations” from Yverdon and bring it 
to the German-speaking part of Switzerland. It takes place on February 22 in Karl der 
Grosse at 18.30. It is similarly organized with a “factual” input in the beginning, short 
opinion inputs by invited politicians/contestants, which is followed by a discussion 
among the people attending. Arno will do the factual input presentation, Tobias Urech 
will do the con-side, the pro-side is still open. 
There is going be a bar-hopping and flyer-distributing event on Saturday organized 
by Palmo and Debby. 
The flyer production cost 30 CHF. 
 
[GA]: Promote the event through polito-mailinglist, those who teach can tell students 
that the event is taking place next week. 
A question is whether we can spend money on snacks through DemocracyNet.eu; 
there will be a Kollekte/Tips pot for people to donate if they wish, so the snacks 
should be covered covered. But what to do if they are not? 
[GA]: Is it ok that we distribute some money to this kind of events that are organized 
in the name of DemocracyNet.eu and clearly pursue its aims?  
Rebecca: The fixed costs of DemocracyNet are around 160 CHF per year. So far the 
membership fee are only intended to cover the running costs, if we want to subsidize 
such events, we should increase the membership fee to cover such things 
[GA]: In general, there’s no basic opposition to co-sponsoring events, but it’s difficult 
to take a basic decision on that at the moment, because we might have to change 
the statutes, and that none of the non-present members have been informed about 
this. 
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Chris: The basic decision should not be taken now, but should be taken at a next 
meeting/GA because it might involve a change of the statutes. 
[GA]: The GA cannot decide at this moment whether this specific event will be 
reimbursed or not, this decision will be taken at the next GA. Until then, members are 
encouraged to think about how we should proceed with these questions and whether 
we should  

 
7. Upcoming project: International Conference of the Participatory and 

Deliberative Democracy Specialist Group: “Participatory Spaces in 
Perspective”, 5-7 September 2018, hosted by the Centre for the Study of 
Democracy at the University of Westminster in London, co-organized with 
DemocracyNet.eu (Hans Asenbaum) 
 

8. Upcoming project: DemocracyNet.eu will organize a yearly workshop in 
collaboration with and funded by the DPDS. 

Two questions in particular: 
1. Do we want to have a specific theme, or keep it broad so members can 
participate? Topic proposals are welcome. 
Inputs of absent members are presented on a separate sheet. 
 
2. What are the aims of the workshop? More specifically, do we keep intending this 
workshop as an opportunity for DemocracyNet.eu members to gather? 
Inputs of absent members are presented on a separate sheet. 
 
3. Who wants to be project leaders? 
Chris is interested in this. Other members should get in contact with him and the 
Managing Board as soon as possible. 

 
9. Mercator Workshop 

Project leader: Martha Sandoval 
Title: “Democratic innovations in theory and practice” 
Date: November 2018 
Location: UZH 
Involves external experts, guests, 
Martha is still looking for co-organizers, interested members should contact her 
 

10. Upcoming project: Working paper series collaboration with the Doctoral 
Program Democracy Studies (DPDS) 

The NCCR Democracy working paper series is not a running paper series any more, 
due to the ending of the NCCR Democracy. The idea of DemocracyNet was to revive 
the Working paper series into a WPS that allows for example the workshop 
participants to publish papers there. Doreen suggested that the organization of the 
WPS/the daily business could be with her, DemocracyNet would promote the WPS, 
and would publish papers in that series. At the moment the NCCR/DPDS is still a bit 
hesitant to the proposal DemocracyNet suggested. We should think about the 
benefits of the WPS for the NCCR if we do it. 
Chris: What are the benefits of having this WPS together with DPDS/NCCR? 
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Rebecca: Benefit would be that the workload could be shared between 
DemocracyNet and the DPDS coordinator Doreen, and the daily business could be 
taken over by DPDS. 
Alice: Someone in the association would need to be willing to be responsible for the 
WPS 
Chris: Would be interested in being this person. 
[GA]: Chris will be the contact person for the WPS. The managing board will send the 
previous application as well as the response by the NCCR board of directors to Chris. 
 

11. Development and promotion of DemocracyNet.eu: What next steps? 
Simone Wegmann suggested that publications are added to the website with the 
profile of the members. 
[GA]: Since people already have their personal websites and since we can share 
research through the mailinglists and FB and Twitter, we refrain from adding this on 
the website 

 
12. Name of the Association 

A proposal has been discussed in the Managing Board to change the name of the 
association from DemocracyNet.eu to DemocracyNet. This should be further 
discussed, and eventually voted on, in the GA. 
 
Alice: DemocracyNet.eu has proven successful, but it sounds a bit like a website and 
sounds like we’re doing research on EU only; the disadvantage would be that there’s 
discontinuation of the name. 
Chris: Changing name would also involve changing the logo. 
[GA]: The GA decides with 6 votes and 2 abstentions to change the name of the 
association from DemocracyNet.eu to DemocracyNet. The old logo will still be used 
(maybe slightly transformed) to indicate the address of our webpage, and a new logo 
(without the .eu) will be designed by Chris. 
 

13. Varia 
Jack: Group of British diplomats supporting non-state actors interacting with 
international community; they made a film “accidental anarchists” that can be 
screened publicly. Jack asked them for the rights to screen it and maybe invite one of 
them to come to Zurich. 
Jack and Mira prepared an application for a Graduate Campus Grant events series in 
2016; however, due to other research projects, they are not going to apply for it any 
time soon. 
Lukas: Maybe Kosmos would be interested in screening such a movie followed by a 
public discussion 
Palmo: Ideas for collaboration with Kosmos for Kosmopolitics: The Kosmos is looking 
for new hosts of their Kosmopolitics events. However, Kosmos is expecting at least 
100 people for their Kosmopolitics event. Kosmopolitics events are rather broad and 
cover many different topics. Kosmos provides the location and makes the 
advertisement, but they will not pay for the development of the event. In exceptional 
cases, they will cover costs for inviting certain speakers, etc. 
Alice: Kosmos doesn’t have an event on upcoming popular votes, and is willing to 
have such a recurrent kind of event. DemocracyNet could think about providing such 
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events, maybe not in the format of Abstimm-Bar, but in some other format using 
some form of democratic innovation. 
[GA]: Organizing events in Kosmos is more of a long-term project that needs to be 
though-through thoroughly. 
 
 
 
 

. 


