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Introduction 

In late December 2019, the first reports of the emergence of a “new lung disease” in Wuhan, 

China appeared in the media. Starting in January 2020, cases slowly became more numerous, 

spreading outside of China, and the disease was given a name: Covid-19. On March 11, 2020, 

the World Health Organization finally declared Covid-19 a pandemic; since then, not a day 

has gone by without Covid-19 dominating the headlines and our daily lives. 

 

In a similar way, our political systems have been shocked by this pandemic, and the 

consequences for democracy are profound. But despite the current focus on Covid-19, let us 

not forget that democratic systems face many other political, environmental, social, and 

economical crises. Climate change is an ever more urgent issue, and many fear the onset of 

a new economic recession caused by the pandemic. Moreover, social inequality, inter-

generational fairness, growing societal cleavages, and many other issues are pressuring 

democratic legitimacy all over the world. 

 

This two-day workshop is dedicated to the external and internal crises that challenge 

democratic systems regarding their capacities to act, their quality of governance, and their 

ability to generate political trust and legitimacy. The workshop follows a unique format: It 

invites interested PhD candidates and other young scholars to present and discuss their work. 

But it also invites non-academics such as doctors, teachers, and police officers to share their 

own experiences in a truly interdisciplinary approach. Together, we want to understand and 

discuss how our democratic societies are equipped to handle fundamental crises. This way, 

the workshop seeks to foster a dialogue between academic research and practical 

experiences about the pandemic's implications for politics, markets and society. 

 

Application  

To register, please contact Lea Heyne (lea.heyne@ics.ulisboa.pt) and Christian Ewert 

(christian.ewert@uzh.ch) by August 30, 2021. Participants who wish to present their work at 

the workshop should apply with a short abstract. Graduate students can be granted 1 ECTS 

for their participation; conditions include attendance and active participation at the entire 

workshop, as well as either a presentation or writing a short blog post (approx. 2000 words) 

after the workshop. Auditors are welcome. There is no fee. 

 

 

 

 

The workshop is kindly supported by the Mercator Foundation Switzerland.  

https://www.ipz.uzh.ch/en/studium/phd/democracy-studies.html
https://democracynet.eu/
mailto:lea.heyne@ics.ulisboa.pt
mailto:christian.ewert@uzh.ch
https://www.stiftung-mercator.ch/de/
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Day 1, “Democracy and Covid-19”, Thursday, Sep 9 

Morning 

Session 

09:00-09:30 Welcome and Kick-off Dr. Christian Ewert (U of Zurich) 

09:30-12:00 
Panel 1: “Voices from 

Academia” 

Dr. Su Yun Woo (U of Zurich) 

Masakazu Ogami (U of Zurich) 

Flavia Caroni (U of Zurich) 

Afternoon 

Session 
13:30-16:00 

Panel 2: “Voices from Politics, 

Society and Markets” 

Dr. Maxime Zermatten (CHUV of Lausanne) 

Roland Rieder (BLS of Berne) 

Maj Daniel Stein (City police of Zurich) 

    

Day 2, “Times of Crisis”, Friday, Sep 10 

Morning 

Session 
09:00-12:00 

Panel 3: “Solidarity and Social 

Cohesion” 

Dr. Marion Repetti (HES-SO of Valais) 

Dr. Lea Heyne (U of Lisboa) 

Afternoon 

Session 

13:30-15:30 
Panel 4: “Governance and 

how to Solve a Crisis” 
Dr. Christian Ewert (U of Zurich) 

15:30-16:00 Conclusion and Goodbye Dr. Lea Heyne (U of Lisboa) 

 

 


